Wabash College

2007-08 Spring/Summer Immersion Trips

Scott Crawford 
Office of Career Services: New York Networking Trip

New York, New York:  10-13 October 2007


N/A

Leslie Day

Classics 212- Crete, Mycenae, and the Eruption of Santorini
Athens, Greece: 5-15 May 08


This trip will be the culmination of an upper-level seminar on the eruption of the volcano on Santorini and its effects on the cultures of Crete and the Greek Mainland, in particular the shift in power from the island of Crete to the Mainland of Greece in the 16th-15th centuries BC.
   The Bronze Age in the Aegean saw the rise of the first civilization in Europe on the island of Crete, characterized by a literate complex palace society with contacts throughout the eastern Mediterranean, particularly with Egypt.  At its zenith, this civilization dominated the islands of the Aegean and influenced the mainland of Greece, but at some point in the 16th or 15th centuries BC (the date is one of the issues we will be exploring), the volcano on the island of Santorini (or Thera) exploded, burying the Minoan cities on the island, but also generating earthquakes and tsunamis and producing volcanic ash that must have had a profound effect on a society that was both agricultural and maritime.  Within several generations, the Minoan civilization fell, and the Greek mainland society centered at Mycenae took over Crete, the islands, and even the trade with the Near East.  The course will look at the Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations and examine what we can know of the effects of the volcanic eruption on them in an attempt to understand the shift in power in the Aegean during this period.  Visiting the sites on Crete, in the Argolid, and the volcano at Thera and the Pompeii-like city buried by the eruption, and looking at the material remains in the museums will be the climax of the study of this critical period in Mediterranean prehistory.  Studying these ancient civilizations from afar is always unsatisfactory, and students need to see the sites, the remains, and the topography for a fuller understanding of the issues.

Each student will be responsible for a major research paper on a pertinent topic during the semester and then will report on that research during the trip; that way, we will have various sorts of “experts” along with us.  I know from past experience that actually being in Greece and studying the remains brings the ancient world alive to students, and such trips remain a source of information and pleasurable memory for the rest of their lives.

Gilberto Gomez

Spanish 477-1. Master Novelists of the Hispanic World: Don Quixote and Garcia  Marquez
Madrid, Spain: 1-8 March 08

This trip aims to show students segments of Don Quixote’s route in central Spain. By combining town and country, it will provide an experience of the past as well as of the modern in Madrid. Students will read Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra’s El ingenioso hidalgo Don Quijote de la Mancha in the original Spanish, in its entirety, the will travel with me to Spain and see parts of Castilla and other areas in central Spain that are the site of the knight’s travails. In addition, students will visit the Instituto Cervantes in his hometown of Alcalá de Henares. While in Madrid, an important component of the trip is the visit to the Museo del Prado, the Centro Reina Sofía,  Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza, and the Casa de América, where students will appreciate key masterpieces of the Renaissance, Baroque, and later periods. A day trip to Toledo, the old capital, is also planned.

In previous years, I taught Spanish 477 as two discrete half courses, one on Cervantes, the second on García Márquez. In its next iteration, however, the course will be a one-semester course. This will enhance its thematic and structural continuity, as students ponder the development of the novel as a literary form as they embark on the study of García Márquez after the trip.
David Hadley
Political Science 311- Congress and the Presidency
Washington, DC: 1-8 March 08

I propose an immersion trip to Washington, DC for students in my Congress and the Presidency course. The trip will replicate and build upon the successful DC immersion trip for PSC 311 in the spring of 2005. After studying these two central and intricately intertwined institutions and their interactions in the policy-making process during the first half of the semester, we will travel to Washington to see them in operation.  We will travel to the capitol city on Saturday morning at the beginning of spring break and return on Saturday at the end of the break.  

      Saturday afternoon and Sunday will be devoted to touring the city, getting a feel for the physical relationships among the three branches of government.  Students will have read a portion of James Sterling Young’s book, The Washington Community, which describes how the constitutional relationships among the three branches were incorporated into L’Enfant’s design for the city.  The tour should make Young’s argument come alive.  Over the weekend we will also visit major monuments, including the World War II through the Viet Nam War memorials, and one or more museums.  

     Monday through Friday morning will be devoted to observing Congress, and meeting some of its members, congressional staff persons, lobbyists, one or more executive branch personnel, and journalists who cover national politics.  We will work to arrange appointments with one or both Indiana Senators and two House members, including one from each political party.  Students will be encouraged to make contact with their own Congressional representative or, failing that, a significant staff member in that office. 

 As in 2005, during the first half of the semester we will study a single public policy issue currently on Congress’ agenda.  That will give focus to our meetings and conversations while in Washington.  In 2005 we focused on the politics of homeland security. I hope to identify some similarly relevant and provocative issue for 2008.  

    We also will draw on the Wabash alumni to help us make connections with members of Congress, congressional and executive branch staff, lobbyists, and journalists.  I also will work with the DC-area Wabash Alumni Association to arrange an event with them during our stay. 

Phillip Mikesell

Political Science 326- Politics of the Middle East
Telaviv, Israel: 29Feb-8 March 08


We will spend a week in Israel.  The focus will be on the diverse Israeli population and on policies and politics that flow from that diversity.  The focus will extend to the issue of Palestinians and Israel

Dan Rogers

Div1 277; Hist. 350; Hum. 277; Spa 277: Archaeoastronomy and the Mayan World View
Villahermosa, Mexico: 29 Feb-8 March 08


We propose the first truly “all-college course” and will be team-taught by three professors from each division of the college. 

Archaeoastronomy is the study of ancient or traditional astronomies in their cultural context, utilizing archaeological and anthropological evidence.  The course we propose examines the historical and archeological record of classical Mayan culture with a specific focus on Mayan astronomy.  

This approach, also known as “ethno-astronomy” and “ethno-mathematics” will examine the role of astronomical observation and calendar schemes in Mayan culture.  The Spring Break immersion trip will allow students to investigate archeological sites, not just as historical records of the past, but as scientific instruments (on a monumental scale) that measure astronomical events.  

Dan Rogers

IS 270- Evolution Ecology Module/Teacher Education 
Quito, Ecuador: Summer 08


N/A

Brian Tucker
German 202: German Language and Culture
Berlin, Germany:  1-9 March 2008

The proposed trip would give students the opportunity to use their German in both structured and unstructured interactions. Structured interactions include the explicit learning necessary to comprehend cultural events and venues, as well as instructor-led discussions and daily reflection assignments. For example, each student would give an on-site presentation (in German) that introduces the group to the history and cultural context of a site. Each student would also keep a daily travel journal that could serve as the basis for follow-up discussions. Unstructured learning includes all the ways in which students acquire valuable cultural knowledge and test their language skills outside the scheduled group activities and excursions. 

The content goal of this trip would be to teach students about important aspects of German history and culture first-hand, with the traces of that history right in front of them. In this regard, Berlin is the ideal destination for the proposed trip. There is no other city better suited to teaching students about Germany under the Third Reich, the divided Germanys of the Cold War, or modern Germany as a cultural and indeed multicultural leader in Europe.
